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Ind. Group Ind. Group 
(Man.) (Booklet) (Man.) (Booklet) 

There never was a time J-31 300 When I get bored E.31 181 
There seems to be a fullness A-13 108 When I Jeave home G-28 270 
There seems to be a lump B-11 10 When I take a new job E-16 19 
These days I find it 1-12 84 When I was a child, I didn’t E-19 453 
Usually I would J-3 435 When I was achild, I belonged D-34 143 
What others think F-7 170 When in a group E-43 267 
When a man D4 485 When someone does E-9 28 
When I am cornered E-4 475 When someone says G-49 380 
When I am feeling C.34 375 Whenever possible H-51 473 
When I am with H-22 48 While in trains E-55 482 
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PROBLEM 


Frustration as a personality variable and intelligence as a cognitive variable are 
important concepts in understanding man’s reactions to stress. Much work, 4. © 
has been done in an attempt to understand factors operative in frustration-aggression 
patterns, although the relationship which intelligence has to the patterns has been 
neglected far too frequently. Studies®- * * © have shown the importance of age, 
sex, race, occupation and geographic habitat in measuring aggressive reactions to 
frustration. The purpose of this study was to determine the relationship between 
intelligence and frustration-aggression patterns in a sample of northern Negro and 
white high school students. 


METHOD 


Two tests, the Rosenzweig Picture-Frustration Study and the Otis Quick- 
Scoring Test of Mental Ability, Gamma, Form B, were administered in a Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, high school to 275 students: 108 white boys, 80 white girls, 57 Negro 
boys and 30 Negro girls from middle, middle class families. Ages ranged from 14 to 
22 years. McCary®) had previously investigated the same subjects on type and 
direction of reactions to frustration and while, in general, he did not find significant 
differences in aggressive reactions between northern Negroes and northern whites, 
he did report that the northern Negro females showed more Obstacle-Dominance, 
and less Need-Persistence, than did the northern Negro males. The northern white 
females exceeded the northern Negro females in Intrapunitiveness and Need- 
Persistence, while the opposite was true with regard to Obstacle-Dominance. The 
northern white males showed more Intrapunitiveness than did the northern Negro 
males. No other significant differences among the eight sub-groups were noted. This 
work, however, failed to consider intellectual differences in reactions to frustration. 
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RESULTS 


It will be noted in Table 1 that there was a significant difference in intelligence 
between the Negro and white groups, regardless of sex, whereas there were no sig- 
nificant differences within the racial groups. The groups were divided into three 
levels of intelligence, upper one-third, middle one-third, and lower one-third, and 
iE a on differences in aggressive reactions to frustration as measured by the 

-F Study. 


Taste 1. Means, Stanparp Deviations anp CriticaL Ratios oF MEAN 
DIFFERENCES IN INTELLIGENCE BETWEEN RactaL Groups AND SEXES 








Mean Critical Standard 
Group N IQ Ratio Deviation 
White Male 108 104.8 .20 10.9 
White Female 80 104.5 10.8 
Negro Male 57 96.8 1.13 10.4 
Negro Female 30 93.9 12.2 
White Male 108 104.8 4.60* 10.9 
Negro Male 57 96.8 10.4 
Negro Female 30 93.9 12.2 
White Female 80 104.5 4.56* 10.8 


“Significant at the 1% level of confidence. 


*” The white subjects were consistently and significantly higher on all three levels 
of intelligence than were the Negro subjects, although only one difference was noted 
when sex differences were compared for the same races. In this comparison, the low 
intellectual Negro males were superior to the low intellectual Negro females. Table 
2 shows the aggressive reactions, in terms of the P-F classifications, of the Negro and 
white, male and female, high, middle and low intelligence groups. Only the differ- 
ences which were significant are presented in the table. 


Taste 2. Means, STANDARD DEVIATIONS AND Critica Ratios oF MEAN DIFFERENCES (SIGNIFICANT 
AT 5% LEVEL oF CoNFIDENCE) ON THE P-F Scores or Hrcu, Low, anpD MippLE IQ Necro 
AND Waite, MaLes AND FEMALES 








P-F Critical Standard 
Classification Group Mean Ratios Deviation 
E Low IQ Negro Males (19) 52.1 2.47* 15.4 
Low IQ White Males (386) 41.6 14.3 
I Low IQ Negro Males (19) 25.1 2.02* 6.4 
Low IQ White Males (36) 29.2 8.4 
M None 
0-D High IQ Negro Females (10) 26.4 2.89** 6.5 
High IQ White Females (26) 18.6 8.0 
E-D None 
N-P Middle IQ Negro Females (10) 19.3 2.39* 10.6 
Middle IQ White Females (28) 28.9 12.1 
GCR Low IQ Negro Males (19) 60.9 2.00* 12.5 
Low IQ White Males (36) 66.5 14.3 





*Significant at the 5% level of confidence. 
**Significant at the 1% level of confidence. 
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The low IQ Negro males exceeded the low IQ white males on Extrapunitiveness 
(E), while the opposite of this was true for those groups on Intrapunitiveness (I) and 
Group Conformity Ratio (GCR). The high IQ Negro females scored more on Ob- 
stacle-Dominance (O-D) than did their white counterparts, and the middle IQ white 
females exceeded the middle IQ Negro females on Need-Persistence (N-P). The 
importance of the role of intelligence levels in aggressive reactions can be seen by 
comparing the present findings with those of McCary’s study ®, in which the same 
subjects were not sub-divided according to intellectual levels. 


SumMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 


The Rosenzweig Picture-Frustration Study and the Otis Quick-Scoring Test of 
Mental Ability, Gamma, Form B, were administered to northern Negro and white, 
male and female high school students. Reactions to frustration of these subjects had 
previously been studied but without taking into consideration their intellectual levels. 
The subjects were divided into high, middle, and low intellectual groups and the 
sub-groups of the two racial groups were compared to find the relationship between 
frustration-aggression patterns and intelligence. The white males and females were 
significantly higher than the Negro males and females on intelligence scores at all 
three intelligence levels. One other difference in intellect was noted in that the low 
intellectual Negro males were significantly higher than were the low intellectual 
Negro females. 

The aggressive reactions to frustration of the racial groups at each of the levels 
of intelligence showed, in general, that there was no consistent relationship obtained 
between intelligence and frustration-aggressive patterns. However, some trends 
were evidenced. There were no significant differences in aggressive reactions be- 
tween high IQ Negro and white males, The low IQ Negro males were more overtly 
aggressive, whereas the low IQ white males were more self-blaming and conformed 
more closely to the group. No significant differences in aggressive reactions between 
Negro and white males were noted at the middle IQ level. 

These findings indicate the importance of considering intellectual] ability along 
with other multi-factor influences before establishing normative data which are 
expected to apply equally well to more than one specific group of subjects. 
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